


Life In the Cat’s Lane

Life in the Cat’s Lane is what the 
tongue-in-cheek author labels 
“autobiofiction,” a work based 
on her own real-life experience 
of “mismanaging the sharp end 
of dual-pet ownership.”  

For by her frank admission, she 
made a cardinal error as a pet 
owner – daring to introduce 
a rather too curious pup into 
a 17-year-old cat’s household 
“without permission.” This error 
leads to many mishaps, tears 
and tantrums, which were all 
documented by the author!

 “Year 1 was hell,” she recalls of 
2003 when her real cat Sooty 
was so put out by the ap-
pearance of real Chow Tamba 
that puss “snubbed his owner 
royally” for the next six months. 
“Left my bed the day the dog 
arrived,” Diana quips. 

“My home office became a 
War Zone with their ongoing 
scuffles, chases, spitting and 
claw swiping. They drove me 
nuts. The dog thought the cat 
was her exclusive play toy while 
puss considered Chow the dog 
from hell.

 “After a few weeks, though, I 
began to see the funny side and 
started taking notes – thinking I 
might turn all the mayhem into 
a book to raise more money for 
The National Hospital.”

So those notes eventually 
turned into a wry diary narrated 
by A.S. Cat (A Superior Cat) and 
the proceeds would go to vari-
ous charities, with The National 
Hospital being the primary 
beneficiary. 

The National Hospital for 
Neurology and Neurosurgery 

Competition
all you have to do is answer the 
following question correctly: 
What is the name of Diana’s cat?

A) Sooty
B) Sweep
C) Tigger

Please send your answer, name and address to: Competi-
tions, PetFocus Magazine, Vision Team Publishing, Elmtree 
Business Park, Elmswell, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP30 9HR or 
email comps@visionline.co.uk by 16th March. Good Luck!

“Indeed, it 
strikes me 
that with 
proper 
training, 
a Chow 
could be a 
most loyal 
and fear-
some ally 
to A.S. 
Cat.”

is a leading centre for the 
diagnosis, treatment and care 
of patients with a wide range of 
neurological conditions such as 
epilepsy, multiple sclerosis and 
Alzheimer’s.  Together with the 
Institute of Neurology, NHNN 
is a worldwide leader in the 
research and treatment of brain 
and spinal cancer, dementia, 
epilepsy, multiple sclerosis, 
Parkinson’s disease and stroke 
and head injuries while provid-
ing a major international centre 
for training.

With lovable characters and an 
all-too-true storyline, Life in the 
Cat’s Lane is a hugely enjoyable 
read and is an ideal gift for any 
cat (or dog!) lover!

PetFocus has three of these 
great books to give away and 

“Mega grr-ow!! When I consider what She paid for Dog, and all the 

carry bags of Its stuff, Her response was - no, IS - scandalous. What 

She really means is: I’m not forking out all that dosh for an aged 

moggy.  Serves her right to be oppressed by a high maintenance dog 

and uninsured “rescue cat” in his dotage.”

Reader Offer
PetFocus is pleased to announce that we’ve arranged for    
copies of Life in the Cat’s Lane, specially signed by the author, 
with free bookmarks to be made available to ALL PetFocus 
readers for only £5.00 each (covers p&p from anywhere in 
the UK) instead of the regular price of £7.99.  Just contact the 
publisher and quote PetFocus via: mail@mspec.co.uk, 07850 
195356 or post to A.S. Cat, Mspec.co.uk, P.O. Box 936, Camber-
ley, GU15 9EQ   
  

For more information, visit: www. pet-lit.com.  
All proceeds will go to charity.

PETFOCUS.COM 41

OExtended Review


